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by Edward J. Seugling
Summary of the Health of the Chapter:

The Lake Hopatcong Chapter of the ACBS had an outstanding year in 2005. Our membership increased to an all time high of 137 members. Our board of directors functioned as chapter planners by meeting monthly through the winter months and worked out beforehand all of the details for our great show weekend in June, 2005 and other chapter activities. We provided both educational and social activities for our members which had significant member participation. Additionally, we were surprised to read the following, which was originally printed in the summer issue of The Nautical Mile, the publication of the Philadelphia Chapter, ACBS about our 2005 show which reads:

The Lake Hopatcong show is one of our all time favorites. Beginning on Friday, June 24th a lavish cocktail and dinner party was held at the beautiful lake front home of Sam and Marjorie Hoagland. This gave everyone a chance to renew old acquaintances as well as meet some people for the first time. As usual, Sam and Marjorie’s hospitality was much appreciated by all of the attendees, which were extremely numerous. A number of people came in their antique and classic boats while others drove to the affair. On Saturday morning boats began to dock at the Lake Hopatcong Yacht Club and essentially all the boats were “in place” by approximately 9:30 a.m. when judging was scheduled to begin. Teams of judges descended on all of the entrants and completed their work by early afternoon. The remainder of the day was spent relaxing around the Yacht Club and/or participating in the boat parade. There was another cocktail party in the late afternoon followed by a dinner at the Club and awards. It was the objective of the organizers of this show to rank boats as First Place, Second Place or Third Place contenders. That way, nearly everyone felt a sense of participation and nearly everyone went home with a beautiful plaque provided by the Lake Hopatcong ACBS Chapter. While the show “officially” concluded Saturday evening and the boats departed, many of us met at the Windlass Restaurant on Sunday morning for an informal breakfast followed by another parade. Following that event, it was time to say our goodbyes and look forward to next year.


Larry Jacobson of Vintage Photo Posters and CDs, Amston, Ct. took pictures of the boats at our show and made them available on the internet. He has reported that demand for our posters comes from many places around the country, and he so graciously provides us with three dollars from every poster sold on his site and on  

E-Bay.


 Our chapter is vibrant and provides members with boating fun throughout the year, including our show, a judging workshop held on June 12th, a social at the lakefront restaurant, Pavinci’s, a Halloween party and boat auction, besides general meetings.

Highlights of Significant Achievements of 2005

Our chapter was able to publish our first annual chapter directory which was arranged by boat name in the forefront and owner name and phone number on the last pages. This directory was used by members to match boat names with owner names as they sat on their docks or cruised nine mile Lake Hopatcong. A directory was mailed to each club member.  (A copy of the directory is included with this report.) 



We had a total of 51 in-water boats in our show on June 25, 2005, which is our maximum in addition to a significant number of on-land boats. We encouraged out-of-state boats to come to our show, and we had some members who graciously took their boats out of the in-water registration as space limited. We gave free space at our show to many local organizations such as the Lake Hopatcong Historical Society, the Lake Hopatcong Yacht Club and the Waterloo Village Association. In addition, Gil Peter, membership chairman, and his wife, Elinor, manned the LHACBS membership table which included a banner and materials supplied from ACBS national throughout the show. Furthermore, Bob Larson, our safety chairman, for the first time published and laminated a safety card which included New Jersey boating laws for our show participants and members.


Our advertising income for our show program brought in a record amount this year, over $5000. For the first time we added a patron list to our show program, and this will be expanded next year. Our advertising income provided us with funds to present fifty two awards to first, second and third place winners besides best of each class and best of show.

(Included with this report is a copy of our show program}


Our secretary, Chris Smith, designed new letterhead stationery, which we never had before.


After struggling with an expensive website using outsiders, one of our members, Don Kliesch, designed a new spectacular website - lhacbs.org. - On this site was included 2005 best in class, best in show and special awards plus 2005 class placements.  Additionally, we had a huge gallery of photos of the 2005 Lake Hopatcong Show plus many photos of the International ACBS Show at the Lake of the Ozarks on the site. Our site is linked to ACBS International, the Chris-Craft Antique Boat Club and many New Jersey state agencies involving boating.

Looking Forward

To start 2006 we have a cash balance of $5726.72 plus dues accruals from 2005 of $800 totaling $6526.72. Projects for the year include obtaining a sales tax exemption certificate so that we do not have to pay sales tax on any of our purchases such as awards, etc. and the making of a DVD of our 2006 Show, our 32nd show.  We hope to have a great 2006 boat show, for we have had many fine shows in the past thirty one years with high quality boats. At our 2005 annual meeting held on January 8, 2006, Dan Dyrness, Dan Frey, Win Ginter, Jerrie Hoagland, and Don Kliesch were elected as directors for two year terms. Also, Mac McCaulley was elected for a one year term as treasurer. 

