Health of the Chapter Report - 2006

Lake Hopatcong Chapter

By Edward J. Seugling, President

Summary of the Health of the Chapter:

The Lake Hopatcong Chapter of the ACBS had another outstanding year in 2006. Our 2006 membership of 127 declined slightly from the previous year attributed to death, job re-locations, and several non-renewals of people with dual membership. We ended the year with a balance of $5895.00 in our treasury. Many of our members acted as ambassadors for the Lake Hopatcong chapter as they visited other shows with their boats including, Mt Dora, Clayton, Lake Champlain, Point Pleasant, (NJ) Tuckerton Seaport, (NJ) Lake Clarke, (PA) and Lake George. Our activities included educational and social events in which our membership actively participated throughout the year.

Highlights of Significant Achievements of 2006

Early in the year the board of directors began planning for the show and the 2006 season of events. The “hands on” experience at the “5200” workshop this spring led by director Bob Rice along with the judging workshop in June presented by head judge Stan Struble kicked off the LHACBS events. The magnificent cocktail party and buffet at the lakeside home of Sam and Jerrie Hoagland on Friday, June 23rd launched the 2006 show weekend with complete enjoyment of the party with dancing. On Saturday June 24th, Mike Smith, show chairman, orchestrated the show, which included the arrival of over 50 boats, thirteen of which had never been to our show. Activities included opening ceremonies, the raising of the flag by Commodores Malanga and Heaton, and the singing of the “Star Spangled Banner” by Jackie Seugling. Volunteers manned the information booth, the membership booth, our sales booth “Woody Ware,” and provided general assistance to our guests; and thanks again to Pat Mueller for her splendid display of LHACBS memorabilia. Although there was some occasional rain, the show went on schedule with judging, the boat parade, and the awards dinner. New this year, boat owners made a selection to have their boats judged in either restored or preserved categories. On Sunday, June 25th, Kim and John Kadimik of Northwood Boat Works, Inc., provided a continental breakfast before the parade of boats around the lake. However, the parade was shortened by rain. Pictures of the show were on our website, thanks to Don Kliesh, webmaster, the day after the show.

Other activities and achievements for the balance of the year included a boat breakfast at the Windlass restaurant and a social at Pavinci’s restaurant in July, a re-cap of the show and dinner at the Lake Hopatcong Yacht Club in August, a September business meeting and our annual meeting on November 11th with the election of officers and directors for 2007.

Looking Forward

We made a smooth transition with the election of new officers who have had experience in guiding the club, and we brought in new people as directors and treasurer.

We have a strong team to lead the club in 2007. We will continue to publish an annual directory of our members and their boats and continue to develop interesting programs. Plans are under consideration to produce a 2008 calendar of boats and boat houses of Lake Hopatcong. Mike Smith, our new president, has already arranged to have Don Danenburg, renowned wood boat restorer and lecturer, present a workshop at our club on April 9, 2007. We have invited the Philadelphia ACBS chapter to join us in this workshop. Our club has a depth of leadership and volunteers, and we are looking forward to our 33rd Antique and Classic Boat Show with anticipation.

